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ABSTRACT

The ever-growing need for oral communication in personal, social, commercial andprot'essional environments has accelerated the demand for oral presentations.in engineering education.untbrnrnately' most engineering students are seen struggling fbr effective performance in oralpresentations' Hence, this paper investigates into the ,"tuu.t , tt ut engineering students as SecondLan-eua-ee (SL)/ Foreign Language (FLj learners encounter while delivering oral presentations inEnglish rvith an aim of suggesting measures to overcome presentation difficulties. It also examines thediff-erences between perceived bariers present among engineering students and real barriers with a viewto uncovering the real backdrops which are responsible for their poo. pe.formance. The study applies amtred methods mode of inquiry through questionnaire, observation and interview to collect data from158 srudents of five different engi,eeringdisciplines in a public engineering university, Bangladesh.The study has found three criteria of barriers, namely presentation skill, linguistic and psychologicalintluencing smooth oral presentation delivery of engineering sfudents among which psychologicalbamer is proved to be the most challenging one. The results are hoped to shed light on the shorlcomingsihat exist in engineering undergraduates' oral pr...rtutlo, ;;it;." The findings of the study haveitllpoftant pedagogical implications to practise in order to ensure students, presentation achievementsin classroom contexl.
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INTRODUCTION

oral presentation is viewed as a planned and rehearsed talk, a partly spoken, partly visual formol communication which is designed to inform or persuade audience (Hyland, lggl). rtis an imporlant;lassroom activity for applying leamers' multiple skills practically by dint of which they can prove theirpotentialities' get ready for the intertational job market and thus, flourish themselves in the ensuingda's' oral presentation helps undergraduates in achieving communication competency for real lifesltuations to become more successful engineer in future (Kassim and Ali, 2010). In fact, efficiency intrral presentation is considered as on" of the mostly sought course lear,ing outcomes required by the-{ccreditation Board for Engineering and Technology that inspires students to excel in their academicrnd professional fields (Claire, 2010).

Effective oral presentation skills are very much important and crucial aspects of oral'-Lrmmunication that can make or break a communication context. oral presentation skills refer to the:biiity to give an oral presentation successfully. Generally, these skills involve gathering knowledge,
"rganizing 

ideas in coherent order and delivering information before an audience with success. Hyland1991) classified seven general stages oforal presentation skills. A rot ofsub skills fail into under this'-lassification' The seven stages are l) being aware of oral communication strategies, 2) deciding:'blectives and gathering facts, 3) organising discourse structure and developing an outline, 4) preparing

.::ilff: 
visual material, 5) rehearsal and feedback, 6) derivering presentation and 7) handling
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